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Our Preschool Comes Home 

O n September 24th, St. Vincentôs Day, at the gala event held annually, the Galveston community gathered to cel-

ebrate the homecoming of our preschool returning to St. Vincentôs 

House after Hurricane Ike. Additionally, the occasion honored the 

years of dedicated community service by Willina Gaston who was 

presented with the 2011 Houston Heroes Award. 

     ñWe are blessed to have the large outpouring of support we contin-

ue to receive from the Galveston com-

munity,ò said Michael Jackson, Exec-

utive Director. ñHaving the Delta Sig-

ma Theta Sorority here to help us hon-

or Mrs. Gaston was exceptional.ò 

    Established in 2004, the Afreda 

Houston Community Service Award, 

known affectionately as ñHoustonôs 

Heroes Award,ò serves as a permanent 

tribute to the life and legacy of Gal-

vestonôs own Steel Oleander: Alfreda Baptiste Houston, Director 

Emeritus of St. Vincentôs House. She served Galveston for decades as 

a long time social, political activist and consummate community serv-

ant. This award seeks to recognize and honor those unheralded indi-

viduals whose life and 

work exemplify the 

same passion and tire-

less dedication to the 

underserved and disad-

vantaged population of 

the greater Galveston 

community. 

    Parents, students and 

community leaders 

were on hand to rededicate the preschool.  Proclamations from the 

Diocese of Texas, the  State, County and City were read to honor the 

occasion. 

St. Vincentôs Preschool was displaced after the Hurricane and was 

hosted by Wesley Tabernacle United Methodist Church. ñWe knew 

our parents needed to get back to work ï especially after the disaster,ò 

said Director Patricia Johnson. ñWe were 

open for our children December 1, 2008. And 

we are so happy to be back home now!ò 

Willina Gaston Honored 


